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ABSTRACT 

The nature of undergraduate students ' out-of-class 
interactions with peers was studied through a survey of all undergraduate 
students at the University of Melbourne, Australia. The most common reason 
for peer interaction was to discuss assignments. There is a significant 
positive relationship between the frequency of such peer interaction and the 
variables of student satisfaction with the university experience and 
students' perceptions of how well they are coping with study. Differential 
interaction patters exist depending on year group, age, and language 
background. The study contributes to understandings of the role and nature of 
students' out-of-class peer interactions. It also has implications for 
enhancing the quality of student learning, engagement, and support 
structures. An appendix contains sample survey items. (Contains 2 tables, 1 
figure, and 20 references.) (Author/SLD) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
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Out-of-class engagement in undergraduate learning communities: 
The role and nature of peer interactions 
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to revolve around working on a course area where they had problems, or studying for tests or Achievement level differences There was a significant statistical relationship between 

exams with peers. achievement levels and the way students related to peers in their course. Those in the mid to high 

achievement bands (i.e., with a course average of 71-80%), typically collaborated with peers and 
The emerging picture, then, depicts two distinctive patterns of interaction which are closely discussed assignments and course -related problems more frequently than did students with lower 

related to students’ sense of coping and satisfaction with their study and the place it occupies in achievement scores, regardless of year level. Conversely, those scoring below average grades in 
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particularly those for whom language constraints may be potentially prohibitive. To this end, 
there is merit in considering creative combinations of face-to-face and virtual opportunities, 
around both task-focussed and socially-oriented activities. 
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Table 1 Sample demographics Appendix 1: Sample Survey Items 





Study Mode | 


Part-time 

n<%) 


20 

(4%) 


Full-time 

n(%) 


468 

(96%) 


Home Location 


Local 

n(%) 


328 

(67%) 


International 

n(%) 


160 

(33%) 




Non- 

Traditional 




27 

(6%) 


U£ 

< 


Traditional 

n(%) 


461 

(94%) 


Gender 1 


Female 

n(%) 


209 

(43%) 


Male 

n(%) 


279 

(57%) 






Total 

Sample 



Percentage of 
students who never 
interact in this way 


$ 

rN 


$ 

oo 


l %£ 


12% ! 


1 15% 1 


16% I 


$ 

o 

«/-> 


i 72% | 


Percentage of 
students who interact 
daily or weekly 


81% I 


64% | 


62% | 


| %\P 


34% 


27% 


10% 


oo 


Form of interaction 


1 Discussing an assignment 1 


| Meeting socially with peers in the course | 


| Collaborating on a project | 


| Working on a course area where I have problems | 


| Borrowing course materials from friends ! 


l Studying for a test or exam | 
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I Using online discussion groups in the course 
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